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the glory of the Revolution, it cannot be denied that they
have exemplified the doctrine, that if you wish for power
you must look to liberty."1 This fundamental difference
of temper, the difference between regarding Parliamentary
Reform as a means to effective government, and regarding
it as a means to extending self-government, explains the
rapid exhaustion of Pitt's enthusiasm when in office for
the cause he had championed so vigorously. Pitt had to
encounter a hostile Crown, and hostile colleagues ; it may
be that a stern resolution to make Parliamentary Reform
a government measure would have overcome the objections
of both, and if so Pitt never used all the resources at his
disposal. Unfortunately the Opposition were In no better
condition for pressing Parliamentary Reform. The great
strength of the Rockinghams during North's Government had
consisted first of all in their own definite pursuit of a particular
concrete object of policy, and secondly in their supporters
outside Parliament The Opposition between 1784 and 1790
had neither of these advantages. Fox and North had united
for a great public purpose, but that purpose could only be
attained by taking and keeping office; it was not a purpose
like the Rockingham policy of economical reform which
could be promoted by a popular agitation. The proper
corollary to the Rockingham campaign would have been a
campaign for Parliamentary Reform, but who were the
Opposition to undertake it ? Fox believed In Parliamentary
Reform and recognised its importance as a means of estab-
lishing Parliamentary control. But his allies North, and
Burke, the philosopher of the Rockingham party, were both
against him, and the history of the Opposition to Pitt's
Ministry between 1784 and 1790 is the history of a rather
amorphous and Incoherent Opposition, pursuing no definite
scheme of reform, and seriously discredited by a fatal excur-
sion into the province of court intrigue.
That Opposition was united in one great public enterprise,
the impeachment of Warren Hastings.    On other questions
1 Speechesi vol. vi. p. 353, May 26, 1797.